
Kittitas County Community 
Development Services 
411 N. Ruby St. Suite 2 
Ellensburg WA 98926 

Dear Mr. Jeff Watson: 

June 6, 2016 

RE: CU-15-00006 IRON HORSE SOLAR FARM 

R
ECEIVED 

JUN 0 7 2016 
I :;19 ftt1 

Kittitas County CDS 

From the moment we heard about this project we have been horrified. Why would anyone 
think that putting a major alternative energy project on a piece of prime Kittitas Valley farm 
ground was a good idea is beyond us. It flies in the face of the concepts of the Growth 
Management Act, and violates many of the provisions of the planning goals of the Kittitas 
Comprehensive Plan. It may be an acceptable conditional use under the County Code, but it 
shouldn't be, and common sense should prevail. There are many more appropriate locations 
for this project rather than on AG-20 land, located next door to our house (as well as 
others) and farmlands. The following is a list of our concerns and is followed by questions 
that we ask of the developer or the County: 

Using rural working farmland under AG-20 for a solar facility is a poor use of land and an 
unfortunate, inappropriate siting for a solar facility. According to the USDA, we are losing 
1-2 acres every minute of farmland to development. In addition, this is a drastic change to 
our rural character. For additional concerns, see our attachment B: Solar Farming: Not a 
Good Use of Agricultural Land by Dr. Ron Heiniger, NCSU Professor. 

Placement of this solar facility will harm the rural character that should be preserved under 
the Growth Management Act. Rural Character is defined under the growth management 
act, RCW36.70A.030, part 15, "Rural Character refers to the patterns of land use and 
development established by the county in t11e rural element of its comprehensive plan: a.) 
In which open space, the natural landscape, and vegetation predominate over ilie built 
environment; b.) That foster traditional rural lifestyles, rural-based economies, and 
opportunities to boili live and work in rural areas; c.) That provide visual landscapes that are 
traditionally found in rural areas and communities; d.) That are compatible with t11e use of 
the land by wildlife and for fish and wildlife habitat; e.) That reduce the inappropriate 
conversion of undeveloped land into sprawling, low-density development; f.) That generally 
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